
Does your planned construction activity disturb one acre or more of land and have the 

potential to discharge storm water to waters of the U.S.?

Is your planned construction part of a "Common Plan" 

of development of one acre or more and you meet the 

definition of an operator?

Do you meet the definition of an operator 

for the planned construction project?

You are not the responsible 

party to apply for coverage 

under the CGP. 

Are you a single operator for the 

planned construction project?

A project wide SWPPP 

has been developed.

Complete a SWPPP 

according to the 2011 

ACGP SWPPP  template.

Individual NOIs are submitted by all 

operators, one fee is paid and the 

common SWPPP is used.

Complete an NOI and pay 

the $490 fee to receive 

coverage under the CGP.

No CGP coverage 

is required.

(See page 2 for different 

"Common Plan" scenarios).

Operator- You have operational control over either the construction 
plans and specifications, or you have day-to-day operational control of 
those activities at a project which are necessary to ensure compliance 
with a SWPPP.

“Common Plan” of development- A site where multiple separate and 
distinct construction activities may be taking place at different times on 
different schedules, but still under a single plan of development or sale 
which was publicly announced at one time or another.

Decision Tree to determine construction permitting requirements under the 2011 Construction General Permit
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Your individual construction project is within a "Common Plan" 

of development of one acre or more.

Only a small portion of the "Common Plan" remains 

undeveloped, the entire site is stabilized, there has 

been a period of time with no ongoing construction, 

and the total acreage of the remaining lots to be 

developed is one acre or more.

The original "Common Plan" NOI and 

SWPPP have been terminated, but 

many vacant lots totaling one acre or 

more remain.

A developer has active 

construction for a "Common Plan" 

with an NOI and an active project 

wide SWPPP.

The individual builder's projects 

regardless of size will require an 

NOI with a fee to receive coverage 

under the CGP but the project wide 

SWPPP can be used.

Construction activity is still part of a 

"Common Plan" regardless of 

individual size and would be required 

to submit an NOI, fee, and develop a 

new SWPPP for the individual project.

No CGP coverage is needed as 

the individual projects would be 

considered part of a less than 

one acre development.

Less than 5 acres of the 

"Common Plan" remain.

A SWPPP needs to be developed 

and CGP coverage obtained by 

submitting an NOI and paying the fee.

CGP coverage may be waived 

with a Small Construction 

Waiver in accordance with 

Appendix D of the CGP.
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